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Now for Our Afternoon Exercises 



Introduction 

ÅBinghamton University 
Early Readiness 
Program 

ÅZhenjiang International 
School 

ÅSite visit 

ÅTeaching Assistant 

 



Academic Considerations 

ÅEducation in China 

ÅAreas of Study 

ÅEnglish Language Skills 

ÅClassroom Participation 

ÅAcademic Integrity 

ÅAcademic Success 



Course and Teaching Method 

ÅWorld Regional 
Geography 

ÅLectures on iTunesU 

ÅAssignments and 
weekly quizzes on Black 
Board 

ÅTwice per week 
discussion sessions via 
Webex 

 



Teaching Assistant  

ÅSpent the semester in 
Zhenjiang 

ÅTutored students in 
geography 

ÅWorked with students 
on their English 
speaking and writing 
skills 

ÅSocialization  



Teaching Assistant 

ÅLanguage barrier 

ÅCultural differences 

ÅLearning style 
differences 

ÅTeacher expectations 

 



Monitor and Adjust 

ÅAge of students and 
cognitive ability 
ïSelect an economic, political, 

or cultural activity in your city 
and discuss how it has been 
influenced by globalization. 

ÅStudents do not voluntarily 
participate in class 
discussions 
ïCall on them first and then 

ask question. 

ÅExtra credit opportunity at 
the end of the semester 

 



Monitor and Adjust 

ÅWebex 

ïEach student sat a 
computer monitor with a 
webcam and microphone 

ïMade it difficult to monitor 
the classroom 

ïStudents could use the 
chat feature to ask for 
clarification or to 
communicate privately 

ïSometimes did not work 
very well 



The Path Forward  

ÅHave Chinese students 
and Binghamton 
students enrolled in the 
course 
ïHybrid course 
ÅCourse materials available 

online 

ÅMeet twice per week for 
discussion 

ïCollaborate on projects 
ÅFor example, compare 

and contrast urban space 



The Path Forward 

ÅbŜǿƛƴƎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ 
International Learning 
Community 
ïChinese students housed in 

Delaware Hall (break housing) 
ïRAs and Pro Staff trained for 

the needs of international 
students 

ïParticipants in the Leadership 
Program can serve as mentors 
(first year) 

ïSubsequent years ς 
Binghamton students 
enrolled in World Regional 
Geography will serve as 
mentors 
 


